Major quiz two reading notes

Preface

Sept. 11 brought new attention to US ties with Saudi Arabia because 15 of 19 attackers were Saudis, and Saudi charities were linked to Al Qaeda.

Auto construction, road airlines, petrochemical, agriculture, tourism, suburban commerce are all industries for which oil is indispensable. 

Oil is a matter of national security because it is essential to national economic vigor.

Chapter 1

The first military objective of Operation Iraqi Freedom was to secure control over the oil fields and refineries of southern Iraq.

Klare points out that American forces seized and occupied the Oil Ministry while allowing looters to overrun the other government buildings in the rest of the neighborhood, to show that…the invasion of Iraq is only the latest in a series of military engagements in the Gulf proceeding from the Carter Doctrine.

Oil dependency leaves us weak, because:

-it leaves us vulnerable to supply disruptions abroad, which can mean higher prices and worldwide recession.

-dependence also entails a massive shift in economic resources from the United States to our foreign suppliers

-dependence often requires us to grant all sorts of favors to the leaders of our major foreign suppliers, such as transfers of advanced weaponry, military protection, support at the UN and so on.

-dependence can jeopardize our very security, entangling us in overseas oil wars or arousing the violent hostility of political and religious factions that resent a US military presence in their midst.

Summary Statement:  A number of US Presidents and high ranking officials have stated that the US military will defend oil supply lines in the Persian Gulf and elsewhere, and will help support US-friendly governments through military aid, including Roosevelt, Truman, Eisenhower, Carter, Bush I, Reagan, Cheney, etc. 

Russia, China and the US are supplying arms and military services to countries in the Gulf to assure good relations and oil supplies.

The 4 trends underlying the US oil dependency dilemma:

-an increasing need for imported oil

-a pronounced shift toward unstable and unfriendly suppliers in dangerous regions

-a greater risk of anti-American or civil violence

-rising competition for what will likely prove to be a diminishing supply pool

